


Winter in Norway
One of the reasons we enjoy living in Norway 
is that we have real winters here. We love 
being outside and play in the snow or go 
cross-country skiing. And of course, it 
produces beautiful pictures 



Marretje Verhagen-Baauw 1932-2023
In January, we had to say goodbye to Albert's mother 
Marretje. We cherish many beautiful and grateful 
memories of her long life. She was our most frequent 
visitor in Norway, and she loved getting the many 
photos we always sent her. Almost every week, we still 
think “oh, let’s send a picture of this to mom”.



Albert’s work
Albert really loves his work as Director of health 
and welfare in the municipality of Melhus. In 2022, 
Melhus won a national award for good elderly care. 
After a series of broadcasts on national TV in 2023 
about abuses in elderly care in Norway, he gave 
many presentations on how Melhus organizes 
elderly care. There was even interest from a 
number of visiting ministers 
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Norway by camper van
This year we really enjoyed our new 
camper van! In Norway, it’s allowed to 
camp freely in nature, and we took full 
advantage of that  Beautiful spots, 
beautiful walks, beautiful views... 
What more could one want?



Bea’s work
Bea had a busy year at work. She presented at three inter-
national conferences in Manchester (UK), Omaha (USA), 
and Oslo. Omaha was especially nice because she was the 
Barry T. Bates Lecturer there, for which she received a 
plaque and honorable inclusion on their Wall of Fame

She is still super-busy with 
her multi-million EU 
project Mobilise-D. This 
year, travelling picked up 
again, and she was in 
Leuven (Belgium) for a 
consortium meeting. She 
also co-organized and 
opened a successful 
Summer School in
beautiful Bertinoro (Italy).

Omaha
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Gloria Gaynor’s “I will survive”

During the closing party, she 
made her spontaneous 
debut as cover band singer –
much to the surprise of the 
students. “We want more”

Leuven



Galapagos Islands
We both turned 60 this year, so we treated 
ourselves with a super-trip to South America. 
We started with 10 days sailing around the 
Galapagos Islands on a luxury yacht. Hiking, 
kayaking, snorkeling, and animal watching…



Magical Machu Picchu
We spent the second part of 
our holiday in Peru, where we 
visited Machu Picchu, the 
Sacred Valley, and much more.



Northern Lights
It was a spectacular year for the Northern 
Lights, right above our house 
And once from the airplane, which was 
completely amazing. It remains a 
fascinating natural phenomenon that we 
cannot get enough of!
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